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Deadly EF5 Tornado Touches Down in North -Central lowa

Three weeks of severe weather and flooding in Central lowa got
c altiore a jump start on the afternoon of May 25™. A rare, large and de-
ornado structive EF-5 Tornado tore up a 41 mile long path across Butler
and Black Hawk counties beginning around 448 pm. The initial
touchdown occurred near the Butler and Grundy county line, 2
are miles south of Aplington. The tornado quickly grew in size and
intensity as it approached Parkersburg. The tornado was nearly
three quarters of a mile wide as it moved through the southern
end of Parkersburg at 459 pm CDT. Devastating structural
damage occurred in the town of Parkersburg including nearly
200 homes destroyed. The tornado maintained size and inten-
sity as it move towards New Hartford. At 509 pm CDT the Figure 1: Courtesy of the Grundy County
storm moved just north of New Hartford once again causing Sheriffos iloken domtapetrol tar.
incredible structural and tree damage. The tornado weakened
around 3 miles east of New Hartford with lesser damage as it moved east, just north of the Waterloo
and Cedar Falls area. The tornado then grew in size to near 1.2 miles wide north of Dunkerton caus-
ing substantial damage to a farmstead there. The tornado lifted just before entering Buchanan
County. Significant straight line winds from a large rear flank downdraft (RFD) associated with this
massive supercell thunderstorm occurred along and just south of the tornado track with preliminary
speed estimates of 90 to 100 mph. At 537 pm, the Waterloo Airport recorded a wind gust of 93 mph.
Deadly EF5
Tornado This was a sobering day for us here at the National Weather Service (NWS) office in Des Moines. We
never want to see weather systems such as this cause such destruction and tragedy. Our hearts and
Marshalltown prayers go out to those affected by this disaster.
NOAA NWR

Transmitter

(Continued on page

When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!
June Rainfall Map4 | Lightning Safety Information: www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov

Summer is the peak season for one of t
enad lightning. Here in lowa, the primary lightning season is also in late spring

and summer. Lightning is particularly dangerous in lowa during the summer be-
cause of its frequency and more people are outside. On average, lightning kills an
average of 62 people annually across the United States making lightning the num-
ber 2 killer behind flash flooding.
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Cligeliner Prmels One lowan has died so far

in 2008 and there have

been fourteen deaths na-
tion wide. Over 95 percent of the victims were
outside and almost 90 percent were male.
This map shows the lightning death distribu-
tion across the country so far in 2008.
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Radar Data Lightning is a serious danger. Please visit

National Weather Service lightning safety
website to learn how to protect you and your
family.
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